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1 General
This paper details the environmental assessment procedure as carried out within the EXPORTSERVICE-ACTIVITIES of OeKB, mainly by the Project and Environmental Analyses Department of OeKB, as established on the basis of the 2007 Review of the Common Approaches on Environment and Officially Supported Export Credits (see attached link-list, TAD/ECG(2007)9) which was worked out by the OECD Working Party on Export Credits and Credit Guarantees (ECG) and adapted by the OECD Council in June 2007.
2 Objective
The procedure should be a simple, clear, and efficient process for reviewing the best available environmental information on a timely basis. The concise information given in this paper should enable exporters and sponsors to better predict the type and amount of documentation and timeframe required for the assessment.

To facilitate the information exchange at an international level both with OECD and all other parties involved in the project (e.g. other ECAs, international consultants, host countries, civil society organizations) documentation will be in English as appropriate. 

In order to avoid duplicate work with other parties, OeKB is ready to work together with other ECAs as well as IFIs (International Financial Institutions) and commercial banks (e.g. Equator Principles Financial Institutions [EPFIs]) and use common documentation and standards in the assessment as far as possible.

According to the Environmental Policy also positive environmental and social impacts will be taken into account in the overall evaluation of the project.  
3 Scope
Being in line with the recommendation of the OECD concerning common approaches on environment and officially supported export credits, OeKB’s environmental assessment procedure will focus on export credits for projects and project related goods and services with a repayment period of two years or more. 

Projects involving tied-aid credits will be assessed separately under this procedure only to the extent necessary, as environmental and social issues are taken into account in line with the Helsinki-procedure by assessing the aid quality according to the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC)'s Guidelines (see attached link-list).
It should be noted that as a matter of principle OeKB scrutinizes all applications for capital goods transactions with respect to obvious significant negative environmental impacts.
4 Environmental Assessment Procedure

5 Screening 

The purpose of screening is to identify environmentally sensitive projects or projects located in or near sensitive areas which would require further review. The decision on the kind of further review is based on the applicant’s statement in the application form and other information received from the applicant.
On the application form for capital goods transactions applicants are required to state the exact location and type of sector to which the transaction belongs and to answer the following questions: 
1) for all applications with a repayment term of 24 months or more:

Is the project located in or near a sensitive area?
Sensitive areas are typically national parks and other conservation areas of national or regional importance, such as wetlands and areas of archaeological significance, areas prone to erosion and/or desertification, and areas of importance to ethnic groups (see also item 26 of the illustrative list of sensitive sectors and areas). 

It is recommended to seek further, more detailed information on this subject. The following exemplary links might be consulted: UN List of Protected Areas, World Biosphere Reserves, World Heritage Cultural Sites, World Bank Safeguard Policy Indigenous People, Ramsar Convention (see attached link-list)
2) transaction values above € 10 million and a repayment term of 24 months or more:
a)
Does the project belong to a sensitive sector? (examples of sensitive sectors and areas 
are provided in the illustrative list of sensitive sectors and areas)

b) 
Is the project located in a sensitive area? (see explanation above in item1)

3) As all applications below € 10 million and also those with a repayment term of less than 

24 months will routinely be scrutinized, OeKB reserves the right to request further information

(“watchful eye procedure”). These applications may be classified according to 6.1 but will not

be assessed as defined in 6.2. Though these transactions formally are not covered by the

OECD Common Approaches, it is a key part of Austria’s Environmental Policy for projects 
covered under the Export Guarantees Act to avoid the involvement in environmentally or 
socially unsound transactions. The assessment will therefore be less in-depth than under the 
“Common Approaches” but deep enough to identify substantial reputational risk.
If 1), 2) or 3) applies an environmental questionnaire (General, Dams & Hydro Power, Thermal Power, Iron & Steel Manufacturing, Pulp & Paper) will have to be completed by the applicant and be sent to OeKB for further evaluation. Alternatively, an EIA (environmental impact assessment) can be forwarded instead of filling in the questionnaires.
Please note, that for all Cat. A projects (see list on page 13) an EIA (see Environmental Impact Assessment Report on page 45) is mandatory.

OeKB classifies the project on the basis of the questionnaires or EIA.
Applications for exports of capital goods and services to identifiable existing operations that are undergoing no material change in output or function may not be classified as defined in 6.1 and may not be subject to the regular assessment requirements as defined in 6.2 but shall be reviewed for environmental risks before any final commitment to provide official support. OeKB will take into account the industry sector, location and other information available relating to environmental impacts, before taking a decision.

6 Environmental Review
6.1 Classification

The purpose of classifying is to determine the appropriate type of review and the extent of the assessment.

OeKB checks the submitted questionnaire as well as any other submitted documents for completeness, and contacts the exporter in case of incomplete data or if further information is necessary. 

In general OeKB distinguishes between applications for new projects and applications for the modification or extension of existing operations, taking into account the expected changes in the latter. 

All applications for exports of capital goods and services to any new commercial, industrial or infrastructure undertaking at an identified location or to any existing operation which is undergoing a material change in output or function and all new projects above € 10 millions and all exports of goods and services going to existing operations and projects in or near sensitive areas regardless of the transaction volume are classified. In the review process OeKB may consider operational links with associated operations in taking into account their timing and location.

These applications will be classified by OeKB in one of the three following categories:

Category A)    Projects with the potential to have significant adverse environmental impacts

Category B)    Projects with potential negative impacts less adverse than those of Cat. A projects

Category C)    Projects with minimal or no adverse environmental impacts

The established category determines how to proceed further. In general, the more sensitive a project is the more detailed the assessment will be.

If the screening procedure determines that a project has no or minimal adverse environmental impacts (Cat.C), no further assessment is necessary. 

Note: 

OeKB encourages exporters to carry out the screening and a preliminary classification of their projects as much as possible on their own. By so doing, much of the documentation required for the environmental assessments can already be anticipated and can be addressed as early as possible in the project development process. Complete and detailed data will significantly reduce processing time with OeKB.

The final classification by OeKB is binding.
In the interest of a level playing field among ECAs, OeKB will actively exchange information with other ECAs on project classification and position on the review process at an early stage.
Note:
Applications for goods and services to existing operations not undergoing material change in output or function may not be classified, though a review of the environmental risk will be carried out.

6.2 Assessment
6.2.1 General
As early as possible, OeKB will inform the applicant in writing that an environmental assessment has to be carried out by OeKB and permission from the applicant is requested to forward such information to OECD as required. The exporter’s permission to contact other ECAs or International Financial Institutions (IFIs) involved in the project and to exchange information on environmental issues will also be obtained. 

OeKB will indicate to the applicant the type of information required in relation to the potential environmental impacts of the project, including, where appropriate, the need for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The applicant is responsible for providing the appropriate information to satisfy OeKB’s requirements. The information to be supplied should include:

· 
Potential environmental impacts (e.g. generation of significant air emissions, effluents, waste or noise, significant use of natural resources, involuntary resettlement, impacts on indigenous peoples and cultural property).

· 
The standards, practices and processes that the parties involved in the project intend to apply.

· 
The results of any public consultations on the project with relevant stakeholders.

If OeKB’s portion comprises only a minor part of the overall project, OeKB may take into account environmental reviews carried out by other ECAs (e.g. in reinsurance cases) and International Financial Institutions. 

In locations of the European Community where EU standards apply no detailed assessment is required.

6.2.2 Costs
The applicant will be informed that he will have to bear the costs of this Environmental Assessment (EA). Normally OeKB would require the project sponsors to bear the costs of an EIA and the exporter to bear the costs for any other independent report necessary for risk assessment purposes along with travel expenses for OeKB personnel and/or consultants for possible site visits.

6.2.3 Appraisal
This is the actual evaluation of potential environmental impacts. The extent of the assessment depends on the classification, with category A projects demanding usually the most in-depth appraisal followed by category B and C projects in descending order. 

6.2.3.1 Category A

An EIA-Report is required for these projects. The applicant is responsible for providing the resulting EIA report, together with other studies, reports or action plans covering the relevant aspects of the project.

The EIA should address the issues as set out in the “Recommendation on Common Approaches on Environment and Officially Supported Export Credits” by OECD’s Working Party on Export Credits and Credit Guarantees (for details see Environmental Impact Assessment Report on page 45).

In certain cases, external consultants may be contacted for specific advice. The EIA should not be carried out and reviewed by the same party.
A site visit will often be undertaken usually after an extensive desk study of all available documentation on the project. Contacts to the sponsor, local authorities, and stakeholders if appropriate will typically be sought.
6.2.3.2 Category B

For transactions falling into this category, potentially sensitive environmental issues have preliminary been identified and thus more detailed information will be required. The scope of the required environmental review will vary from project to project. The review should examine the project’s potential negative and positive environmental impacts, including measures to prevent, minimize, mitigate, or compensate for adverse impacts and improve environmental performance. EIA or similar studies may be requested as deemed necessary.   

In some cases an on-site visit to the proposed project might be necessary.

Information from third parties such as the Austrian Trade Commissions, NGOs, the press, and other sources might be obtained and considered as appropriate. Special meetings to discuss environmental issues might be called by participants of the projects which might require additional travelling.

6.2.3.3 Category C

These projects require no further analysis. 

6.2.3.4 Transactions not categorized

These include supply of goods and services to existing operations not undergoing material change in output or function.
The general actual environmental situation of the existing operation should be known as well as any plans for future actions to improve the environmental situation. Depending on the size of the transaction and the exporter’s position in the overall project, an Environmental Audit and an Environmental Action Plan would be requested. In any case, the goods and services of the transaction applied have to meet environmental standards as of 6.2.4.
Further work will be done on OECD-ECAs’ Practitioners level to achieve a level playing field in the handling of these “transactions not categorized”.
6.2.4 Environmental Standards
In any case, all projects should comply with the standards of the host country.

The projects are also benchmarked against international relevant environmental standards. It should be noted that there is no single mandatory pre-set standard where the assessment is based upon. Instead, reference will be made to applicable standards or industry’s best practice.
OeKB will benchmark either against the relevant aspects of all ten World Bank Safeguard Policies
 or, where appropriate 

· for private sector limited or non-recourse project finance cases, against the relevant aspects of all eight International Finance Corporation Performance Standards
, or
· where such institutions are supporting the project, against the relevant aspects of the standards of the Regional Development Banks, or

· against any relevant internationally recognized standards, such as European Community standards, that are more stringent than those standards referenced above.

· In addition, OeKB may also benchmark projects against the relevant aspects of any internationally recognized sector specific or issue specific standards that are not addressed by the World Bank Group.
Projects are also expected to meet the international standards against which they have been benchmarked where these are more stringent than host country standards.

Any application of standards below the international standards mentioned above should happen only in exceptional cases, taking into account the benefits (including positive effects on society, environment and economy) of the project. These cases will be reported to the OECD and the reasons given.
6.2.5 Mitigation and Monitoring
Options for mitigation or alternatives will be identified, listed, discussed and recommended. Mitigation measures or alternative approaches to identified environmental problems are investigated, discussed with the project’s participants, especially with the parties who can best address the problems.

In evaluating the appropriateness and suitability of mitigation measures, third party advice may be used.

If monitoring is required during the construction and operating period of a project, details of monitoring will be established. Such details may include detailed plans, responsibilities, budgets, surveillance by third parties, parameters, methods, enforcement, consequences.
Sponsors should be held responsible for appropriate monitoring. Generally OeKB/ECAs will encourage sponsors as possible to make ex-post monitoring reports and related information publicly available.

In this context, OeKB will work closely together with other ECAs, participating financial institutions and the host government.

6.2.6 Report
The result of the environmental analysis of a project is a concise report which is primarily written for internal use. However, it can be shared with other financial institutions involved in the project and it will be used as a basis for disclosing environmental information to the public. 

This report contains a description of the project and the environment, the basis of assessment, classification of the project, a detailed description of the environmental impacts of the project incl. a description of (potential) problems, standards used for benchmarking and the degree of compliance, positive environmental impacts, mitigation/alternatives, monitoring requirements and recommendations on how to proceed. In addition, positive environmental impacts and similar benefits might be listed to balance the overall environmental impact of a project.

The report includes OeKB’s recommendations to the guardian authority which can be positive, with or without specific environmental conditions for cover (e.g. mitigation measures, covenants, monitoring requirements). The recommendation to deny support will be given for projects which, after taking into account realistic mitigation measures, are still likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects that cannot be outbalanced by anticipated positive effects of such projects (i.e. that the relevant international standards are not met).

6.2.7 Information Exchange/Public Disclosure
Contacts with other parties involved (like other ECAs, sponsors, etc.) will be established in the course of the environmental review where necessary, and every effort will be taken to achieve common positions on classification, documentation requests and environmental conditions for cover.

OeKB encourages project sponsors to make environmental impact information publicly available as early as possible. OeKB appreciates getting comments from third parties based on such information as early as possible in the review process.
Therefore exporters/applicants are encouraged to consent to the disclosure of project data to the public as early as possible, at the latest after the contracts have been awarded and to contribute to OeKB’s annual sustainability reports in compliance with the Environmental Information Act (UIG Novelle 2004), based on the EC-Directive 2003/4/EC. 

OeKB will make available to the public at least annually, information on projects classified in Category A and Category B, for which the Minister of Finance has made a commitment with respect to providing official support. This information will include environmental information as required by the Environmental Information Act.
For Category A projects, OeKB has to

a) disclose publicly project information, including project name, location, description of project and details of where additional information may be obtained, as early as possible in the review process and at least 30 calendar days before a final commitment to grant official support; and
b) require that environmental impact information be made publicly available (e.g. EIA report, summary thereof) as early as possible in the review process and at least 30 calendar days before a final commitment to grant official support. OeKB will provide information how to find this information or put this information directly on its Website.
c) In the case where such project or environmental impact information has not, for exceptional reasons, been made public OeKB shall explain the circumstances and report these to the OECD.

The disclosure under a) will usually be made after the export contracts had been signed to grant business confidentiality to exporters in a competitive situation, while providing at the same time the opportunity to raise any environmental concerns before final commitments will come into effect.

A list of projects for which cover is envisaged or has been granted can be found at the OeKB website (OeKB Project Information, see attached link-list).


(according to Annex I of TAD/ECG(2007)9)
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The following is an illustrative list
 containing examples of the types of new and major expansion projects that may be classified as Category A.

1.
Crude oil refineries (excluding undertakings manufacturing only lubricants from crude oil) and installations for the gasification and liquefaction of 500 tonnes or more of coal or bituminous shale per day.

2.
Thermal power stations and other combustion installations with a heat output of 300 megawatts (equivalent to a gross electrical output of 140 MWe for steam and single cycle gas turbines power stations) or more and nuclear power stations and other nuclear reactors, including the dismantling or decommissioning of such power stations or reactors (except research installations for the production and conversion of fissionable and fertile materials, whose maximum power does not exceed 1 kilowatt continuous thermal load).
3.
Installations designed for the production, or enrichment of nuclear fuels, the reprocessing, storage or final disposal of irradiated nuclear fuels, or for the storage, disposal or processing of radioactive waste.
4. 
Integrated works for the initial smelting of cast-iron and steel, e.g. “installations for the production of primary steel by blast furnace route or direct reduction; installations for the production of nonferrous crude metals from ore, concentrates or secondary raw materials by metallurgical, chemical or electrolytic processes.
5. 
Installations for the extraction of asbestos and for the processing and transformation of asbestos and products containing asbestos: for asbestos-cement products, with an annual production of more than 20 000 tonnes finished product; for friction material, with an annual production of more than 50 tonnes finished product; and for other asbestos utilisation of more than 200 tonnes per year.
6. 
Chemical installations, i.e. those installations for the manufacture on an industrial scale of substances using chemical conversion processes, in which several units are juxtaposed and are functionally linked to one another and which are for the production of: basic organic chemicals; basic inorganic chemicals; phosphorous-, nitrogen- or potassium-based fertilizers (simple or compound fertilizers); basic plant health products and of biocides; basic pharmaceutical products using a chemical or biological process; explosives.
7. 
Construction of motorways, express roads and lines for long-distance railway traffic and of airports with a basic runway length of 2 100 metres or more; construction of a new road of four or more lanes, or realignment and/or widening of an existing road so as to provide four or more lanes, where such new road, or realigned and/or widened section of road would be 10 km or more in a continuous length.
8. 
Pipelines, terminals, and associated facilities for the large-scale transport of gas, oil, and chemicals.
9. 
Sea ports and also inland waterways and ports for inland-waterway traffic which permit the passage of vessels of over 1 350 tonnes; trading ports, piers for loading and unloading connected to land and outside ports (excluding ferry piers) which can take vessels of over 1350 tonnes.
10. 
Waste-processing and disposal installations for the incineration, chemical treatment or landfill of hazardous, toxic or dangerous wastes.
11. 
Large
 dams and other impoundments designed for the holding back or permanent storage of water.
12. 
Groundwater abstraction activities or artificial groundwater recharge schemes in cases where the annual volume of water to be abstracted or recharged amounts to 10 million cubic metres or more.
13. 
Industrial plants for the production of pulp, paper and board from timber or similar fibrous materials with a production capacity exceeding 200 air-dried metric tonnes per day.
14. 
Peat extraction, quarries and open-cast mining, and processing of metal ores or coal.
15. 
Extraction of petroleum and natural gas for commercial purposes.
16. 
Installations for storage of petroleum, petrochemical, or chemical products with a capacity of 200 000 tonnes or more.
17. 
Large-scale logging.
18. 
Municipal waste water treatment plants with a capacity exceeding 150 000 population equivalent.
19. 
Municipal solid waste-processing and disposal facilities.
20. 
Large-scale tourism and retail development.
21. 
Construction of overhead electrical power transmission lines.
22. 
Large-scale land reclamation.
23. 
Large-scale primary agriculture/sylviculture involving intensification or conversion of natural habitats.
24. 
Plants for the tanning of hides and skins where the treatment capacity exceeds 12 tons of finished products per day.
25. 
Installations for the intensive rearing of poultry or pigs with more than: 40 000 places for poultry; 2 000 places for production pigs (over 30 kg); or 750 places for sows.
26.
Projects which are planned to be carried out in sensitive locations or are likely to have a perceptible impact on such locations, even if the project category does not appear in the above list. Such sensitive locations include National Parks and other protected areas identified by national or international law, and other sensitive locations of international, national or regional importance, such as wetlands, forests with high biodiversity value, areas of archaeological or cultural significance, and areas of importance for indigenous peoples or other vulnerable groups.
27. 
Projects involving the involuntary resettlement of a significant number of affected people.
Notes:
· In addition to the OECD list above, other types of projects, which are not considered in the list e.g. the ones involving genetically modified organisms (GMOs) might be considered as Category A by OeKB.
· Some items on the list above are contained there for completeness sake only, as they are not eligible for cover under the official Austrian Export Guarantee Programme, such as any items for nuclear technology.
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Guarantee Number:      
Name of Project:      
(to be used if the sector specific questionnaires for: 

· dams and hydro power

· thermal power

· iron and steel

· pulp and paper
do not apply)

General guidelines:

This questionnaire is general in its nature. Therefore all questions should be interpreted according to the specific aspects of the transaction at hand. While some items might not be applicable other issues might require additional input and further explanations. 

In addition to providing answers as detailed and accurate as possible it is highly advised to attach as much as possible studies, documents, maps, permits or any other form of information relating to the following questions. This will enhance the evaluation of the project and minimize subsequent further questions thereby saving time and costs.

Please check if the project qualifies for Category A according to OeKB’s “Environment Assessment Procedure 2007”. In this case please forward to us the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA) and make references to the specific sections of the EIA when completing this questionnaire. 

1. Provide a brief but comprehensive description
a) of the project as applied for cover including the relevant technology.


     
b) of the overall project
.

     
2. Specify type, amount, source and origin of raw materials.

     
3. Has an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) or any other environmental study been carried out? 

If yes, provide date, author, language and availability of it. If possible, please forward a copy of the study to OeKB (either in English or German).      

If not, please explain.

     
4.
The project’s potential to generate emissions
:
Specify the local environmental standards and legislation as well as the international standards which have to be adhered to as per design.
     
Please provide the emission figures
 (expected value, plus threshold limits of local and international standards) according to those standards for the following groups
:

a) liquid effluents (both in kg/t effluent and kg/t product, if not otherwise stated)



effluent flow (m3/day) 



     


BOD  (Biological Oxygen Demand) 


     


COD  (Chemical Oxygen Demand) 


     


TSS   (Total Suspended Solids) 


     


pH 





     


metals (e.g. cadmium, chromium, lead, mercury) 
     


temperature increase 



     
other organic or inorganic components (e.g. total nitrogen, total phosphorus, salts, aromatics)      
b) air emissions (both in mg/Nm3 and in kg/t product, if not otherwise stated)

total flow (e.g. Nm3/day) 

     
sulfur oxides 


     
nitrogen oxides 


     
particulate matter (PM) 

     
other 



     
c) solid waste 

type and amount per day 

     


way of disposal 


     
d) ambient noise 



state the expected maximum noise levels outside the plant      
5.
Resources required by the project:

a) energy 

     
b) water 

     
c) other 

     
6. Provide a brief description of the project site including geography and climate. 

     
Include the required size of the land, existing/planned infrastructure as well as history and present use.


     
Attach a detailed map of the location.

Is the project located in or near a geographic area designated for environmental protection such as national parks, tropical rainforests, coral reefs, or World Biosphere Reserves etc.?
More detailed information on this subject is found on the following Websites: 
UN List of Protected Areas, World Biosphere Reserves, World Heritage Cultural Sites, World Bank Safeguard Policy Indigenous People, Ramsar Convention (see attached link-list)
     
7. Please describe possible socioeconomic and sociocultural impacts of the project including:

     
a)
Does the project involve the resettlement of a local community? 
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.12, IFC Performance Standard PS5)

     


If yes, please state which and how many people will be affected.


     
b)
Are indigenous people affected? 
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.10, IFC Performance Standard PS7) 

     


If yes, please state who, how many and in which way they are affected.


     
c)
Have any hearings or public consultations with the affected local communities taken place? 


     

If yes, provide details.


     
d)
Are any archeological or cultural sites (cultural property) located in or near the project area and are they affected by the project? 
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.11, IFC Performance Standard PS8) 

     
8.
Describe your role and responsibilities in the project with respect to design, construction, operation, and coordination.


     
9.
Have any concerns about this project been raised by the local community, NGO’s or any other party? If yes, please provide details (e.g. type of concern, date, by whom).

     
10.
What are the environmental and/or social benefits resulting from this project?


Which aspects of the project contribute to its sustainability?



     
11.
Other / Additional Information


     
We, the applicant, declare that the data and information supplied in this questionnaire are made to the best of our knowledge, are true and that we do not omit any information known to us which is material to OeKB’s environmental impact assessment of the project.

Environmental information is subject to specific legal regulations. The Federal Minister of Finance and Oesterreichische Kontrollbank Aktiengesellschaft in its function as trustee of the Republic of Austria appointed under the Export Guarantees Act § 5 (1) are obliged to grant free access to environmental information. 

We acknowledge that according to the Environmental Information Act (UIG-Umweltinformations-gesetz) this environmental questionnaire or the data contained therein have to be made available to any person requesting environmental information.
…………………….



…………………………….

place and date



Company and signature
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Guarantee Number:      
Name of Project:      
General guidelines:

In addition to providing answers as detailed and accurate as possible it is highly advised to attach as much as possible studies, documents, maps, permits or any other form of information relating to the following questions. This will enhance the evaluation of the project and minimize subsequent further questions thereby saving time and costs.

Please check if the project qualifies for Category A according to OeKB’s “Environment Assessment Procedure 2007”. In this case please forward to us the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA) and make references to the specific sections of the EIA when completing this questionnaire. 

1. Provide a brief but comprehensive description
a) of the project as applied for cover including the relevant technology.


     
b) of the overall project
 incl. its purpose (e.g. power generation, irrigation, flood control). In case of dam projects, please also complete the table below.



     
	Hydrology
	

	Name of river
	     

	Minimum, maximum and average flow at proposed dam site 
	     

	Reservoir Area
	

	Catchment Area
	     

	Maximum reservoir area and volume
	     

	Minimum and maximum flow discharge
	     

	Average annual flow discharge
	     


	Dam Body
	

	Type of dam body
	     

	Crest level
	     

	Crest length and width
	     


2. Has an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) or any other environmental study been carried out?      

If yes, please specify date, author, and availability of the study as well as the standards that were used.

     

If not, please explain.


     
3.
Provide a brief description of the project site including geography, climate and seismological conditions of the region. Attach a detailed map of the location. 

Is the project located in or near a geographic area designated for environmental protection such as national parks, tropical rainforests, coral reefs, or World Biosphere Reserves etc.?
More detailed information on this subject is found on the following Websites: 
UN List of Protected Areas, World Biosphere Reserves, World Heritage Cultural Sites, World Bank Safeguard Policy Indigenous People, Ramsar Convention (see attached link-list)
If the project is also used for irrigation purposes, please provide further information on the size of the area to be irrigated, the type of crops and the water quality.


     
4.
Please describe possible socioeconomic and sociocultural impacts of the project:
     
In case of resettlement, please state 

· how many people will be affected 




     
· if indigenous populations will be affected 
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.10, IFC Performance Standard PS7) 



     
· if and when public hearings with the affected population have taken place 




     
· if a resettlement action plan (RAP) has been prepared and approved 




     
· if yes, please state by whom and specify date, author (responsible parties), and availability of this study. Please also forward a copy (if possible in English or German) of this report to us. 





     
· if not, please provide detailed information on envisaged monitoring and mitigation measures as well as on the respective budget allocations and responsibilities 





     
· if the stakeholders (e.g. local community, NGOs) have been informed and consulted in the resettlement process? 





     
· if any archeological or cultural sites are located in or near the project area? 




     
5.
Please elaborate on the effects resulting from downstream hydrological changes and the 
impacts caused on ecosystems. Please specify if the project will cause the loss of habitat for 
threatened and/or endangered flora and fauna species 

(these species are generally either listed in Annex I, II or III of the 


Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats or on the

IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (see attached link-list) and which monitoring and 
mitigation measures are envisaged to reduce possible adverse impacts. 

Please also state the respective budget allocations and parties/authorities in charge.

     
6.
Please specify relevant environmental standards (e.g. World Bank Safeguard Policies, IFC Performance Standards) which have to be adhered to; in case of large scale dam projects, please indicate if and in the affirmative to what extent the Recommendations of the World Commission on Dams or the Sustainability Guidelines of the IHA (International Hydropower Association, see attached link-list) have been taken into account. 


     
7. Please provide a description of the existing and planned infrastructure (roads, railways) incl. transmission line corridors.


     

8. 
Will emergency plans (information, evacuation, etc.) be in place before the filling of the 
reservoir and which authority will be in charge of implementing them?

(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.37) 

     
9. 
Please provide information on present and anticipated (after completion of the project) water 
quality, such as:



BOD  (Biological Oxygen Demand) 

     


COD  (Chemical Oxygen Demand) 

     


heavy metals 



     


phosphorus 



     


total coliforms 



     


sedimentation 



     


evaporation 



     
as well as information on when measurements/sampling efforts have taken place, on the frequency of these measurements and the measuring points

     
10.
Describe your role and responsibilities in the project with respect to design, construction, operation, and coordination.

     
11.
Have any concerns about this project been raised by the local community, NGO’s or any other party? If yes, please provide details (e.g. type of concern, date, by whom).

     
12.
What are the environmental and/or social benefits resulting from this project?


Which aspects of the project contribute to its sustainability?



     
13.
Other / Additional Information


     
We, the applicant, declare that the data and information supplied in this questionnaire are made to the best of our knowledge, are true and that we do not omit any information known to us which is material to OeKB’s environmental impact assessment of the project.

Environmental information is subject to specific legal regulations. The Federal Minister of Finance and Oesterreichische Kontrollbank Aktiengesellschaft in its function as trustee of the Republic of Austria appointed under the Export Guarantees Act § 5 (1) are obliged to grant free access to environmental information. 

We acknowledge that according to the Environmental Information Act (UIG-Umweltinformations-gesetz) this environmental questionnaire or the data contained therein have to be made available to any person requesting environmental information.
…………………….



…………………………….

place and date



Company and signature
 TC "Environmental Review Questionnaire – Sector: Thermal Power" \l 9 
Guarantee Number:      
Name of Project:      
General guidelines:

In addition to providing answers as detailed and accurate as possible it is highly advised to attach as much as possible studies, documents, maps, permits or any other form of information relating to the following questions. This will enhance the evaluation of the project and minimize subsequent further questions thereby saving time and costs.

Please check if the project qualifies for Category A according to OeKB’s “Environment Assessment Procedure 2007”. In this case please forward to us the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA) and make references to the specific sections of the EIA when completing this questionnaire. 

1. Provide a brief but comprehensive description
a) of the project as applied for cover including the relevant technology.


     
b) of the overall project
.



     
2.
Specify type, amount, source and origin of fuels (e.g. oil, LNG, coal) as well as the supply chain and existing or envisaged connections (pipelines, LNG terminals, coal unloading facilities) to the project site as well as existing/planned transmission line corridors. In case of coal fired power plants, please indicate if coal quality standards are applicable. 


     
3.
Has an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) or any other environmental study been carried out?      
If yes, provide date, author, language and availability of it. If possible, please forward a copy of the study to OeKB (either in English or German).      

If not, please explain.      
4.
The project’s potential to generate emissions
:
Specify the local environmental standards and legislation as well as the international standards which have to be adhered to as per design.      

Please provide the emission figures
 according to those standards (expected, local threshold, international standard threshold) for the following groups
:

a) air emissions (select appropriate units) 

flue gas flow 


     
sulfur oxides (SO2) 


     
nitrogen oxides (NOx) 

     
carbon monoxide (CO) 

     
particulates (PM) 


     
other 



     
b) liquid effluents (select appropriate units) 

effluent flow (e.g. m3/day) 

     
BOD (Biological Oxygen Demand) 
     
COD (Chemical Oxygen Demand) 
     
TSS (Total Suspended Solids) 
     
oil and grease 


     
pH 



     
metals 



     
other 



     
c) solid waste 

type and amount per day 

     
waste management system (e.g. reuse of by products such as ash and gypsum)      
d) Please give an overview of the planned cooling system and state if the effects of discharging thermal effluents to aquatic life have been taken into consideration and which mitigation measures are envisaged (e.g. location of water outlet, deep sea discharge).


     
e) Please elaborate on the combustion technology used in the power plant and the flue gas treatment process (e.g. low NOx-burners, flue gas desulphurization, electrostatic precipitators).

     
f)
If applicable, describe and elaborate on envisaged mitigation measures in the plant design 
as well as monitoring and mitigation measures during the construction and operation 
period incl. the respective budget allocations.



     
5.
Resources required by the project:

a) energy 

     
b) water 

     
c) other 

     
6.
Provide a brief description of the project site including geography and climate. 

     
Include the required size of the land, existing/planned infrastructure as well as history and present use.


     
Attach a detailed map of the location.


Is the project located in or near a geographic area designated for environmental protection 
such as national parks, tropical rainforests, coral reefs, or World Biosphere Reserves etc.?

More detailed information on this subject is found on the following Websites:

UN List of Protected Areas, World Biosphere Reserves, World Heritage Cultural Sites, 

World Bank Safeguard Policy Indigenous People, Ramsar Convention (see attached link-list)

     
7.
Please describe possible socioeconomic and sociocultural impacts of the project including:
a) Does the project involve the resettlement of a local community? 


     


If yes, please state which and how many people will be affected.


     
b) Are indigenous people affected? 
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.10, IFC Performance Standard PS7)

     

If yes, please state who, how many and in which way they are affected.      
c)
Have any hearings or public consultations with the affected local communities taken place? 
     

If yes, provide details.
     
d)
Are any archeological or cultural sites (cultural property) located in or near the project area and are they affected by the project?
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.11 related to “Physical Cultural Resources” and IFC Performance Standard PS8 “Cultural Heritage”)


     
8.
Describe your role and responsibilities in the project with respect to design, construction, operation, and coordination.


     
9.
Have any concerns about this project been raised by the local community, NGO’s or any other party? If yes, please provide details (e.g. type of concern, date, by whom).

     
10.
What are the environmental and/or social benefits resulting from this project?


Which aspects of the project contribute to its sustainability?




     
11.
Other / Additional Information



     
We, the applicant, declare that the data and information supplied in this questionnaire are made to the best of our knowledge, are true and that we do not omit any information known to us which is material to OeKB’s environmental impact assessment of the project.

Environmental information is subject to specific legal regulations. The Federal Minister of Finance and Oesterreichische Kontrollbank Aktiengesellschaft in its function as trustee of the Republic of Austria appointed under the Export Guarantees Act § 5 (1) are obliged to grant free access to environmental information. 

We acknowledge that according to the Environmental Information Act (UIG-Umweltinformations-gesetz) this environmental questionnaire or the data contained therein have to be made available to any person requesting environmental information.
…………………….



…………………………….

place and date



Company and signature

 TC "Environmental Review Questionnaire – Sector: Iron and Steel Manufacturing" \l 9 
Guarantee Number:      
Name of Project:      
General guidelines:

In addition to providing answers as detailed and accurate as possible it is highly advised to attach as much as possible studies, documents, maps, permits or any other form of information relating to the following questions. This will enhance the evaluation of the project and minimize subsequent further questions thereby saving time and costs.

Please check if the project qualifies for Category A according to OeKB’s “Environment Assessment Procedure 2007”. In this case please forward to us the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA) and make references to the specific sections of the EIA when completing this questionnaire. 

1. Provide a brief but comprehensive description
a) of the project as applied for cover including the relevant technology.


     
b) of the overall project
.



     
2. Specify type, amount, source and origin of raw materials. 


     
3.
Has an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) or any other environmental study been carried out?      
If yes, provide date, author, language and availability of it. If possible, please forward a copy of the study to OeKB (either in English or German).      

If not, please explain.      
4.
The project’s potential to generate emissions
:
Specify the local environmental standards and legislation as well as the international standards which have to be adhered to as per design.

     

Please provide the emission figures
 according to those standards (expected, local threshold, international standard threshold) for the following groups
:

a) liquid effluents (select appropriate units) 

effluent flow (e.g. m3/day) 



     
COD (Chemical Oxygen Demand) 


     
TSS (Total Suspended Solids) 


     
oil and grease 




     
pH 





     
metals (e.g. cadmium, chromium, lead, mercury) 
     
temperature increase 



     
other (e.g. cyanide, phenols) 


     
b) air emissions (select appropriate units) 

total flow 





     
sulfur oxides 




     
nitrogen oxides 




     
particulates (PM) 




     
other (e.g. metals, fluorides) 


     
c) solid waste 

type and amount per day 

     
way of disposal 


     
5.
Resources required by the project:

a) energy 

     
b) water 

     
c) other 

     
6.
Provide a brief description of the project site including geography and climate.      
Include the required size of the land, existing/planned infrastructure as well as history and present use.

     
Attach a detailed map of the location.

Is the project located in or near a geographic area designated for environmental protection such as national parks, tropical rainforests, coral reefs, or World Biosphere Reserves etc.? 
More detailed information on this subject is found on the following Websites:
UN List of Protected Areas, World Biosphere Reserves, World Heritage Cultural Sites, 
World Bank Safeguard Policy Indigenous People, Ramsar Convention (see attached link-list)
     
7.
Please describe possible socioeconomic and sociocultural impacts of the project including:
a)
Does the project involve the resettlement of a local community? 


     


If yes, please state which and how many people will be affected.


     
b) Are indigenous people affected? 
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.10, IFC Performance Standard PS7) 

     


If yes, please state who, how many and in which way they are affected.


     
c)
Have any hearings or public consultations with the affected local communities taken place?      

If yes, provide details.

     
d)
Are any archeological or cultural sites (cultural property) located in or near the project area and are they affected by the project?
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.11 related to “Physical Cultural Resources” and IFC Performance Standard PS8 “Cultural Heritage”)

     
8.
Describe your role and responsibilities in the project with respect to design, construction, operation, and coordination. 
     
9.
Have any concerns about this project been raised by the local community, NGO’s or any other party? If yes, please provide details (e.g. type of concern, date, by whom).

     
10.
What are the environmental and/or social benefits resulting from this project?


Which aspects of the project contribute to its sustainability?



     
11.
Other / Additional Information


     
We, the applicant, declare that the data and information supplied in this questionnaire are made to the best of our knowledge, are true and that we do not omit any information known to us which is material to OeKB’s environmental impact assessment of the project.

Environmental information is subject to specific legal regulations. The Federal Minister of Finance and Oesterreichische Kontrollbank Aktiengesellschaft in its function as trustee of the Republic of Austria appointed under the Export Guarantees Act § 5 (1) are obliged to grant free access to environmental information. 

We acknowledge that according to the Environmental Information Act (UIG-Umweltinformations-gesetz) this environmental questionnaire or the data contained therein have to be made available to any person requesting environmental information.
…………………….



…………………………….

place and date



Company and signature

 TC "Environmental Review Questionnaire – Sector: Pulp & Paper" \l 9 
Guarantee Number:      
Name of Project:      
General guidelines:

In addition to providing answers as detailed and accurate as possible it is highly advised to attach as much as possible studies, documents, maps, permits or any other form of information relating to the following questions. This will enhance the evaluation of the project and minimize subsequent further questions thereby saving time and costs.

Please check if the project qualifies for Category A according to OeKB’s “Environment Assessment Procedure 2007”. In this case please forward to us the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA) and make references to the specific sections of the EIA when completing this questionnaire. 

1. Provide a brief but comprehensive description
a) of the project as applied for cover including the relevant technology.


     
b) of the overall project
.


     
2. Specify type, amount, source and origin of wood or other cellulose fiber material.


     
If applicable, provide details of related forests and plantations (e.g. size, wood cycles, certifications, permits, ownership, etc). Describe the historical development of the area involved.


     
3.
Has an EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) or any other environmental study been carried out? 

     
If yes, provide date, author, language and availability of it. If possible, please forward a copy of the study to OeKB (either in English or German).

     

If not, please explain. 
      

4.
The project’s potential to generate emissions
:
Specify the local environmental standards and legislation as well as the international standards which have to be adhered to as per design.      
Please provide the emission figures
 according to those standards (expected, local threshold, international standard threshold) for the following groups
:

a) liquid effluents (both in kg/t waste water and kg/t ADP, if not otherwise stated)

effluent flow (e.g. m3/day) 


     
BOD (Biological Oxygen Demand) 

     
COD (Chemical Oxygen Demand) 

     
AOX (Adsorbable Organic Halides) 

     
TSS (Total Suspended Solids) 

     
total nitrogen 



     
total phosphorus 



     
pH 




     
metals 




     
temperature increase 


     
other 




     
b) air emissions (both in mg/Nm3 and in kg/t ADP, if not otherwise stated)

total flow 



     
sulfur oxides 


     
nitrogen oxides 


     
particulates (PM) 


     
other (e.g. metals, odor) 

     
c) solid waste

type and amount per day 

     
way of disposal 


     
d) If applicable, describe and elaborate on the cooking and bleaching process.


     
5.
Resources required by the project:

a) energy 

     
b) water 

     
c) other 

     
6.
Provide a brief description of the project site including geography and climate. 


     
Include the required size of the land, existing/planned infrastructure as well as history and present use.


     
Attach a detailed map of the location.

Is the project located in or near a geographic area designated for environmental protection such as national parks, tropical rainforests, coral reefs, or World Biosphere Reserves etc.?
More detailed information on this subject is found on the following Websites:
UN List of Protected Areas, World Biosphere Reserves, World Heritage Cultural Sites, 
World Bank Safeguard Policy Indigenous People, Ramsar Convention (see attached link-list)
     
7.
Please describe possible socioeconomic and sociocultural impacts of the project, especially in relation to land requirements for supply of raw material (fiber), including:
a) Does the project involve the resettlement of a local community?


     


If yes, please state which and how many people will be affected.


     
b) Are indigenous people affected? 
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.10, IFC Performance Standard PS7) 

     

If yes, please state who, how many and in which way they are affected.


     
c) Have any hearings or public consultations with the affected local communities taken place? 



     

If yes, provide details.


     
d)
Are any archeological or cultural sites (cultural property) located in or near the project area and are they affected by the project?
(World Bank Safeguard Policy OP 4.11 related to “Physical Cultural Resources” and IFC Performance Standard PS8 “Cultural Heritage”)


     
8.
Describe your role and responsibilities in the project with respect to design, construction, operation, and coordination.


     
9.
Have any concerns about this project been raised by the local community, NGO’s or any other party? If yes, please provide details (e.g. type of concern, date, by whom).

     
10.
What are the environmental and/or social benefits resulting from this project?


Which aspects of the project contribute to its sustainability?



     
11.
Other / Additional Information


     
We, the applicant, declare that the data and information supplied in this questionnaire are made to the best of our knowledge, are true and that we do not omit any information known to us which is material to OeKB’s environmental impact assessment of the project.

Environmental information is subject to specific legal regulations. The Federal Minister of Finance and Oesterreichische Kontrollbank Aktiengesellschaft in its function as trustee of the Republic of Austria appointed under the Export Guarantees Act § 5 (1) are obliged to grant free access to environmental information. 

We acknowledge that according to the Environmental Information Act (UIG-Umweltinformations-gesetz) this environmental questionnaire or the data contained therein have to be made available to any person requesting environmental information.
…………………….



…………………………….

place and date



Company and signature

 TC "Environmental Impact Assessment Report" \l 9 
An EIA’s scope and level of detail should be commensurate with the project’s potential impacts.

The EIA report should include the following items (not necessarily in the order shown):
1.
Executive Summary: concisely discusses significant findings and recommended actions.
2. 
Policy, legal and administrative framework: discusses the policy, legal, and administrative framework within which the EIA is carried out.
3. 
Project description: describes the proposed project and its geographic, ecological, social, and temporal context, including any offsite investments that may be required (e.g. dedicated pipelines, access roads, power plants, water supply, housing, and raw material and product storage facilities). Indicates the need for any resettlement or social development plan. Normally includes a map showing the project site ands the project’s area of influence.
4. 
Baseline data: assesses the dimensions of the study area and describes relevant physical, biological, and socio-economic conditions, including any changes anticipated before the project commences. Also takes into account current and proposed development activities within the project area but not directly connected to the project. Data should be relevant to decisions about project location, design, operation, or mitigatory measures; the section indicates accuracy, reliability and sources of the data.
5. 
Environmental Impacts: predicts and assesses the project’s likely positive and negative impacts, in quantitative terms to the extent possible. Identifies mitigation measures and any residual negative impacts that cannot be mitigated. Explores opportunities for environmental enhancement. Identifies and estimates the extent and quality of available data, key data gaps, and uncertainties associated with predictions, and specifies topics that do not require further attention.
6. 
Analysis of alternatives: systematically compares feasible alternatives to the proposed project site, technology, design and operation-including the “without project” situation- in terms of their potential environmental impacts; the feasibility of mitigating these impacts; their capital and recurrent costs; their suitability under local conditions; and their institutional, training and monitoring requirements. For each of the alternatives, quantifies the environmental impacts to the extent possible, and attaches economic values where feasible. States the basis for selecting the particular project design proposed and justifies recommended emission levels and approaches to pollution prevention and abatement.
7. 
Environmental Management Plan: describes mitigation, monitoring and institutional measures to be taken during construction and operation to eliminate adverse impacts, offset them, or reduce them to acceptable levels.
8. 
Consultation: Record of consultation meetings, including consultations for obtaining the informed views of the affected people, local non-governmental organisations and regulatory agencies.

 TC "LINKS" \l 9
Common Approaches on Environment and Officially Supported Export Credits
Development Assistance Committee (DAC)'s Guidelines
EBRD Environmental Policy
Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
World Commission on Dams
International Hydropower Association
UN List of Protected Areas
World Biosphere Reserves
World Heritage Cultural Sites
World Bank Safeguard Policy Indigenous People
Ramsar Convention
IFC Performance Standards
World Bank Safeguard Policies
OeKB Project Information
Pollution Prevention and Abatement Handbook (PPAH)
Environmental Health and Safety Guidelines (EHS)
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Environmental Review Questionnaire – Sector: Iron and Steel Manufacturing

















� These are the safeguard policies relating to: 


OP 4.01   Environmental Assessment;


OP 4.04   Natural Habitats; 


OP 4.09   Pest Management; 


OP 4.10   Indigenous Peoples; 


OP 4.11   Physical Cultural Resources; 


OP 4.12   Involuntary Resettlement; 


OP 4.36   Forests; 


OP 4.37   Safety of Dams; 


OP 7.50   International Waterways; and 


OP 7.60   Disputed Areas 


Technical standards of the World Bank Group can be found in the Pollution Prevention and Abatement Handbook (PPAH) and Environmental Health and Safety Guidelines (EHS) (see attached link-list).





� The International Finance Corporation’s Performance Standards (PS) are: 


PS1   Social and Environmental Assessment and Management System; 


PS2   Labor and Working Conditions; 


PS3   Pollution Prevention and Abatement; 


PS4   Community Health, Safety and Security; 


PS5   Land Acquisition and Involuntary Resettlement; 


PS6   Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Natural Resource Management; 


PS7   Indigenous Peoples; and 


PS8   Cultural Heritage


� The source is the revised �HYPERLINK "http://www.ebrd.org/about/policies/enviro/policy/policy.pdf"��EBRD Environmental Policy� (see attached link-list) applicable as of April 29, 2003; for the purposes of this Recommendation, this List has been adapted by the ECG.


� As per the definition of the International Commission on Large Dams (ICOLD). ICOLD defines a large


dam as a dam with a height of 15m or more from the foundation. Dams that are between 5 and 15m high


and have a reservoir volume of more than 3 million m3 are also classified as large dams.


� If the applied set of goods and services is only a part of a larger investment (e.g. irrigation pumps for a large agricultural project) information is required about the full project or the whole production facility to where the smaller investment belongs.


� As a rule, provide overall (“at the fence”) emission levels of the whole site; if the project comprises a single unit in it, the emission levels relating only to the unit in question might be given in addition.


� use appropriate units


� As an option, typical operating figures could be given in addition because they might demonstrate a better average environmental performance than strictly required by the standards.


� If the applied set of goods and services is only a part of a larger investment (e.g. delivery of turbines, balance of plant or other parts to a power project).


� If the applied set of goods and services is only a part of a larger investment (e.g. delivery of turbines, boiler, balance of plant or other parts to a power project).


� As a rule, provide overall (“at the fence”) emission levels of the whole power plant as well as “at the stack” emission levels if the projects comprises one or more units.  


� use appropriate units


� As an option, typical operating figures could be given in addition because they might demonstrate a better average environmental performance than strictly required by the standards.


� If the applied transaction or project is only a part of a larger operation (e.g. a single plant in an integrated steel mill) information is required about the existing factory and the whole production facility to where the smaller investment belongs.


� As a rule, provide overall (“at the fence”) emission levels of the whole site; if the project comprises a single unit in it, the emission levels relating only to the unit in question might be given in addition.


� use appropriate units


� As an option, typical operating figures could be given in addition because they might demonstrate a better average environmental performance than strictly required by the standards.


� If the applied transaction is only a part of a larger investment or operation (e.g. a single plant in a new or existing integrated paper mill) information is required about the full project or the whole production facility to where the smaller investment belongs.


� As a rule, provide overall (“at the fence”) emission levels of the whole site; if the project comprises a single unit in it, the emission levels relating only to the unit in question might be given in addition.


� use appropriate units


� As an option, typical operating figures could be given in addition because they might demonstrate a better average environmental performance than strictly required by the standards.
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SCREENING OF APPLICATIONS

 transaction value 

≥ € 10 million

no further action required, watchful-eye procedure

appropriate  environmental information (questionnaire or EIA) to be submitted by the exporter

FINAL CLASSIFICATION

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

review on basis of additional documents

further review (EIA-Report and possible site visit)

APPRAISAL / REPORT

no

Guarantee Conditions /  Assessment Fee

Transaction involves export of medium to long term (credit period: >  2 years) capital goods

no

 

no

yes

sensitive area



Category A

Category B

Category C



yes

yes



If applicable: coordination with other ECAs and/or IFIs, EPFIs, consideration of CSO/NGO comments

Signing of Export Contract

Public Disclosure for Category A Projects

Issue of  Final Committment/Guarantee

Public Disclosure for Category A+B Projects

If applicable: 

coordination with other ECAs, IFIs, EPFIs



consideration of CSO/NGO comments










